
Galsworthy Sticks to One Furrow, but He Plows Deep
Another Book of Plays

!The Skin Game." One of the Series, Compares
Well With "Strife"

By Rebecca Drucker
IT IS unfair to quarrel with an

author because hc does not carry
within himself an unlimited
range of people and cxperiences.

Sooner or later the palhs of his per-

ceptions wear certain recognizable rut3,
tfje points of life to which he reacts
become inevitably defined. lt is fairly
evident by this time that John Gals-
worthy*a allotted section of Hfc is not

a wide one. Hc has often enough
ploughed his field deeply into powerful
exprossion. But something in his re-

pressed English upper-class habit of
mind has kept him from that pushing
etiriosity by which hc might have ex-

trnded his boundaries. Yet it is not

so much the tethcr of his experiences
1y which hc is checked as by certain
iiYhibitions, certain blind spots which
within his natural limitations form
i 11 tifr boundaries.
There are certain patterns of life

Efd character which fascinate and mes-

merizc him, so that before them he is
reduced to merely automatic gestures.
Hi cannot rcmove himself outside their
range of influenec and he cannot domi-
nate thcn)l: These susceptibilities are

illustrated afresh in a new volume of
plays, the Fourth Series (Scribner's).
There are sounding echoes in "A Bit
o1 Love." as well as in "The Founda-
tions." Here in "A Bit o' Love" is a

curious rciteration of the figure of the
saint in "Saint's Progress." As in that
j-ovcl, the principal figure is a clergy-
man, a man of strong passions deflected
into self-denial. It is not his daughter
who sins, as in the novel, but his wife.
nr.d against the derision of a coarsc-

graincd world and against the insist-
ence of his own desires, he kecps faith
with his ideals and his Christianity.

Saintliness with Mr. Galsworthy
wears certain recognizable habiliments.
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It implies a certain convention of be-
bavior, the convention of St. Francis
of Assisi. Ht>( follows the convention

jearnestly, to the point of copying the
formula. yet the figure of Strangway
in "A Bit. o' Love" is no more than an
imitation and a rather grotesquo one.
These English clergymen with their
ccstasies in the moonlight, their not
quite adult companionships with bi;ds
and flowers, their overswect murmur-

ing Rbout love, are faintly repelling.
There is something banal in them as

in a chromo, something indicnting an

obtuse place in Mr. Galsworthy as an

artist that gives him leave to sub-
stitute an obvious, worn, overscnti-
mentalized literary symbol for sponta-
neoua emotion.

It is clear that Mr. Galsworthy is
eajrer to put down the figure. of the
saint in modern life, and equally clear
that he conio* up against the same ob-
stacle in himself each time.something
that keeps him circling around the
same eonception, and that sbuta him
off from seeing it afresh. The same

thing may bo said to be true of his
play, "The Foundations." Here he goes
back to that earlier themc that he saw
in its inexorable deadlock in "Strife."
The struggle of the classes, each with
their own justifications, each with
their own tenacities, is the substance

j. of his play, but Galsworthy has
mixed with it something of the fan-
tastic quality of "The Little Dream"
Snd a great deal of his later-day senti-
mentality. It is a little hard to fancy
the Galsworthy of "Strife" writing a

play of a labor struggle in which the
crash is averted by the great lord of-
fering the old seamstress a pension
of ten bob a week.even though the
play is chiefly at the swift tempo of
burlesque.
But in "The Skin .Game," where Mr.

Galsworthy is breaking no lances
against old inhibitions, hc has written
a play of such surprising vitality that
it revives the faith in the power of the
Galsworthy of "Strife" and "Justice."
Here is a play, clear-cut, true and filled
with a genuine feeling for the quality
of living, that. tells powerfully the
story of a social feud in an English
county town. lt is the struggle be-
tween the Ins and Outs.and old self-
made Hornblower, aggressive, obsti-
nate and thick-skinned, determined to
buy for his family a place in county
society, mcets an opponent of his own

quality in the aristocratic Mrs. Hill-
crist. The depths of squalid conducts
to which the feud leads, tha ruin it
works on innocent people, the smirch-
ings of sclf-disgust it leaves on or-
dinarily tino and kindly people.the
primitive quality of it.all this Gals¬
worthy seizes with sensitiveness, with
imaginativeness, with imagination,
with that power for fluid characteriza-
tion that he has at. his best. This is
the Galsworthy of his best.the. Gals¬
worthy who pnts down things as they
are without painting the lily. or gildinjr
refhiod Kold. It has sometimes been s>>id
that Galsworthy's passion for fairness
was his weakness. Yet his ftnost work
has been done in that beat. "What is
it." crics Hillcrist, "that gcts loose
when you begin a fight, and makes you
what you think you're not? What
blinding evil! Begin as you may, it
ends in this.skin game! Skin game!"
This play is a resurgence of that spirit
of austere restraint in which pity does
not degenerato into limp maudlinity.

MenWho Disappear
The Mystery of a Double

Tragedy

THKRE is an atmosphere of genu¬
ine horror about Richard Wash-
burn Child's novel, "The Vanish-

ing Men" (Duttonl. Brena Selcoss, th<
heroine, has been loved by two men
And both have disappeared, literallj
vanished from the face of the earth

|One went suddenly, leaving behind onlj
one myterious clew. The other marriec
Brena and lived on for several years
often overtaken by an ecstasy of fear
Again and again he dropped hints o:

some impending ghastly terror. Anc
finally he, too, went.and left no trac<
behind.

This is th* grim story that Breiu
Selcoss tells to Peter De Wolfe, the red
blooded American army officer who ha:
fallcn in love with her. Of course, th<
Idea of danger only strengthens his love
He determines to get at the bottom o:
the mystery, to remove the horror fron
Brena'a life forever. And so ho inves
tlgates all the facts about Mr. Comptor
Paxmalee, Brena'a second lover. Parma
lee has concealed the secret of his per
petual terror well; but De Wolfe finalh
picks up a trail that leads to a Nev
Mexican desert. And there the doubh
tragedy is revealed.
Mr. Child handles his ingenious plo

very effectively. To his story of van

ishing men he communicates some of th<
haunting, shivery quality of Stevenson'i
"The Wrecker." He keeps the secret o:
his ending unusually well. An ordlnarj
mystery begins to assume definite shape
about the halfway stage. but it will tak<
a remarkably good guesser to anticipaU
tho fate of Mr. Child's "Vanishing Men."
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iQVER design of Richard Washburn Child's "The Vanish-
ing Men," published by E. P. Dutton & Co.

Peace Conference Impressions
English Liberal Describes Events at Paris and

Pleads for League of Nations
R. H. WILSON HARRIS,
who was special correspond¬
ent of "The London Daily
News" at the peace confer¬

ence, sets down his impressions of
that historic gathering in "The Peace
in the Making" (Dutton). Mr. Harris's
book is much shorter, less pre.tentious,
less full of anecdotes and less con-,

tradictory than Dr. Dillon's. It is'
less controversial than Mr. Keynes's.!
As a rule, the author is a reporter first'
and a critic second.

Mr. Harris is a middlo-of-the-road
man. He is not entirely sab'sfied with
the peace, but fccls that it. was per¬
haps the best obtainable under the
circumstauces. He mitigates his criti-
cism of some of its terms by observinc
that the lcatrue of nation:; will be an

instrument for softening and revising
them. He is a consistent supporter
of President Wilson.

Indorsing the fourteen points pro¬
gram, he believes that Mr. Wilson was

right in sacrificing its complete achieve-
ment in order to restore peace to Eu¬
rope, Mr. Harris does not scem very
familiar with American political senti-
ment and nowhere anticipates the vol-
ume of opposition to tho league and
the treaty in their present form which
has developed in the United States
Senate.
The author's sharpest criticism of

the Allied governments is directed
against their handlin_ of the Russian
situation. He is convinccd that the
Prinkipo, Bullitt and Xansen plans all
presented excellent opportunities for
the restoratr'on of peace and commercial
intercourse betwen Russia and the rest
of the world.
As resards the final terms of the

settlement he is mildly critical. He
feels that it was a mistako for the
Allies to exceed their ori_inal stipu-
lation, under the armistice terms, of
exacting from Germans only the cost
of the damage actually anflicted by the
Teutonic armed forces by including
separatien and pension allowances in
Germany's reparation bill. The mere
collection of riamages. in his opinion,
will tax Germany's capacity to pay to
the utmost.
The author has no descrintion of Mr.

Wclson, Mr. Lloyd Georee and M. Cle-
menceau to be compared with Mr.
Keynes's classic historical chapter,
'When the Bi_ Four Met." He does,
however, relate several more or less
apocryphal anecdotes of the confer¬
ence and he indicates the general line
along which Enjjlish, French and Amer¬
ican policies were directed.
As a rule Mr. Wilson was most lenient

and M. Clemenceau was most severe in
discussions of the terms to be imposed
upon the Central Powers; while Mr.
Lloyd George placed the part of a some¬
what vacillating modiator. There was
one notable exception to this general
rule. Mr. Lloyd George was more hos-
tile to Poland's aspirations than Mr.
Wilson. It was due chiefly to the atti¬
tude of the British Premier that two
million Germans were prevented from
coming under Polish rule.

Mr. Harris's book does not aim or

pretend to be a detailed history of the
work of the peace conference, with its

The Pointing Man
A Burniese Mystery. By MARJORIE DOUIE

Hartley, Head of Police in Mangadone, tries to locate a native boywhom Mhtoon Pah, Burman, accuses Leh Shin, Chinese. of mur-
dering. He asks a number of his friends where they were at the
particular sunset hour of the boy's disappearance. The resultingflutterings as of guilt, the unaccountable reticences met, are as
puzzling as they are amusing. The very original story is saturated
with an atmosphere of dark Oriental mystery, and the brilliant
colors of the bazaars. $2.00.

Obiainable at artij hnnfy.itorc, or direct from

E. P. DUTTON & CO., 681 Fifth Ave, New York

world-wide implications. It is a plain
sfatement of the most important facts
connected with the making of the treaty,
stripped of non-essentials and vague ru-
mors, and presented with a minimum of
partisanship. It should possess an un-
doubted appeal for a large class of
American readers.

A Study of Modern France
Robert Dell Interprets French Institutions in

the Spirit of Voltaire
ON THE title page of Robert

Dell's book, "My Second Coun¬
try (France)," published by
John Lane, appears the *fol-

lowing quotation from Anatole France:
"La France de Voltaire ct de Montcs-

quieu.cella-la est la grande, la vraie
France."

Mr. Dell's loyalty is pledged to his
conception of this "great, true France"
of Voltaire and Montesquieu. His
sweeping and sometimes bittcr criti-
cisms of existing French ptrtitical and
economic institutions probably will im-
press conservative readers as harsh
and unjust. But ignorance, the most
frequent cause of national batreds and
prejudices, cannot be laid to the ac¬

count of Mr. Dell. He knows France's
past through enthusiastic study of its
revolutionary historical traditions;. he
knows modern France well by long res¬

idence. And he has come to love and
respect the French people by living
among them. His first chapter is a

eomparison of the French with the Eng¬
lish, much tc. the diaadvantago of the
latter. Hb sees in the French more joy
of living, a higher level of culture and
intelligence, a more genuine democratic
spirit.

Points Ont Defects
At the same time he assumes the lib¬

erty of a friend in pointing out what
he conceives to be certain defects in
the French national character. Ava-
rice, in his opinion, is their besetting
sin. The immensc number of individ-
uals who live off small unearned in-
comes tend to bring about class legisla¬
tion and makes the lot of the wage
earner more difficult. The unwillingness
of the average business man or investor
to take chances has seriously hindered
France's de^elopment as an industrial
nation.
On the whole, however, the author is

more severe on the French government
than on the French people. Despite its
repubiican institutions, France is gov-
erened by a centralized, monarchial
form of administration, he says, hand-
ed down, with slight changes, from Na¬
poleon I. There is little local auton-
omy; authority is concentrated in top-
heavy fashion in the hands of certain
ministers. He cites many personal ex-

periences to show that, the French
bureaucracy is both arbitrary and in-

oman
riumphantThe cntics are saying:.

New York Times: "Vicente Blasco Ibanez is th?
story-teller of to-day. . . . He does his work
with a vigor and splendor of language that once
more leave the reader breathless with admiration."

The Boston Transcript: "There are power, irony,
depth and greatness in this novel, atmosphcre
vibrant with interest."
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full of emotions."

Richmond Times-Dispatch; "A masterpiece of in-
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Leonard Wood, Hughei,
7 afl, prohibition, rcligion,
the campaign of 1920, etc,
given With absolute candor
and milli all of T. R.'s
doivnright vigor of expres-
tion.
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TALKS
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From the Diaries of
JOHN J. LEARY, JR.

Here is a book that will stand out from
the entire field of Roosevelt literature
for its vividncss, freshncss and authen-
ticity. It's just like talking with T. R.
himself to read his colorful, unconven-

tional comments as set down in the note

book of a friend to whom he confided with
absolute frankness his candid opinion of
men and events. If you want to know the
real Roosevelt, read'TALKS WITH T. R.
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efficlent, a sort of glorilicd Burlesonism.
Mr. Dcll makes the accusations, fi-

miliar in this country, about the un-
trustworthiness of politicians and their
dependcnce upon financial interests. In
this connection hc asserts that certain
profitecrs, wielding undue influenc.e
upon the government, have gravely
hampered the work of rcconstruction
in the devastated provinces by shut-
ting out foreign goods and forcing the
unfortunate people to buy their own
products at cxorbitant prices.

Opposcs Colonial Policy
The author shares the typical British

libcral's enthusiasm for free trade. He
declarcs that French protcctionist pol¬
icy, in conjunction with the war, has
greatly increased the cost of living in
the cities. He also believes that France
should emulate England in establishing
the open door policy for her colonies.
He is inclined to dcprecate French co¬

lonial ventures, on the ground that there
is no surplus population for emigration
and that African colonies are likely to
turn out costly and burdcnsome cxperi-
ments.
Mr. Dell would doubtlcss indorse

Gambetta's phrase, "Clericalism, there
is the enemy." Nothing in French
character appeals to him more than its
indifference or aversion to the Church
He describes enthusiastically the cam¬

paign of Church disestablishment car¬
ried out by the combined parties of the
Left. He mentions with approbation the
fact that, of all the bclligerent coun-

tries, France alone officially ncithei
prayed to God for success nor returned
;thanks for victory.

Mr. Dell's insistent rationalism make:
him indifferent to the emotional value;
involved in the war. He favored
compromiso peace in 1917, not becaus*

he was a conscioug pro-German or

enemy of France, but because he did
not believe that victory would be worth
the price that ultimately was paid for
it. Here, of course, he part3 company
with tbe majority of the Fr«nch and
the other Allied peoples and aligns him¬
self with the small group of Socialiactf;
and defeatists, of whom M. Caillaux, M.j
Cachin and M. Longuet are representa¬
tive. The author, however, is fren
from the bigotry of many dogmatic
Socialists; his vicws are often uncom-

promisingly radical, but they are ex-

pressed with sanity and tolerance. His
owh intellectual idcal finds excellent
unconscious expression in this admi-
rable analysis of his idol, the smyboi of
French culture, the prophct of the Rev-
olution, Voltaire:

The Typical Frenchman
"Voltaire was the typical French-

man of the best kind, with the typical
French qualities and weaknesscs; only
in his case the qualities were developed
to so rare a degree that they obscured
the weaknesses. Rationalist, skeptical,
even cynical.if it be cynical to see

things as they are.he was at the same

time intensely affectionate and his
bcnevolence was almost unlimited. He
had a passion for justice and spent half
his life, at constant risk to himself, in
defending the victims of injustice; only
his marvelous ingenuity enabled him
to escape the risks that hc ran. His
lmmense tolerance was perhaps the
result of his cynicism, for, after all,
what is called a cynical view of human
nature leads to a tolerant and benevo-
lent attitude. It is those who expect
too much of human nature that are se-

vere on themselves and their fellow
creatures. Beware of a man who is
hard on himself, says Anatole. France,
he may hit you by mistake. Voltaire's
tolerance finds its highest experssion
in the famous sentence of his letter to
Helvetius:

" 'I wholly disapprove of what you
say and will defend to the death /our
right to say lt.*"

What's the World Coming To?-n
In the midst of each great

phase of American life as it has
unfolded before us, Rupert
Hughes has written a book
about that phase.a book that
will live. The dancing craze,
the gambling mania, the under-
world of New York, the war.
Rupert Hughes has made to
Kve for all time in some one of
his books. And now once

again, in this new novel, he
shows the spirit of young
people who have been excited
and thrilled by the war and
who have been thrown back
suddenly into the monotony of
peace.
How our young people, our

young aviators and nurses, our

young society girls, our private
soldiers, with their empty hands
and minds eager for excite-
ment.how each one acts to¬
day.this you will find all in
that ever-mysterious, ever-

strange, ever-thrilling New York
which Rupert Hughes knows
so perfectly how to depict.

"What's the World Coming
To?" is the story of a young
aviator and the girl he left, who
come together after it is all
over and find each other
strangers.a story of a fortune
gained and lost.of a faithful
negro servant.of bright lights
.of drink.of risk.of oil
speculation.and of real love
standing the test.
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Isle of Mist
By W. W. Tarn

An exquisite fantasy contrived with delicious liunior. with a
lovable heroine who has "a wanri heart and a largish size in
shoes".a tale of utmost charm which is to the Hebrides what
Stephens' "Crock of Gold'' is to the Green Isles. "Its dryhitmor.the beauty of its language.and the poetry of its
thought would impress any sensitive nature, young or old.*'.¦
Manchester Guardmn.

At All Booksellers, $1.90 net
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2 West 45th St..
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The Vanishing Men
By RICHARD WASHBURN CHILD

Blue eyes, sensitive lips, the good health of a man used to cold
showers, a mind that could invent delicate millimeter and yet
writs equally delicate lyrics.before they made him a Major.
That is Peter. Fair skin, red-brown hair, and the eyes of one
who had lived with fear. That was Brena Selcoss.

Three men had loved her.and each had vanished, leaving her
life shadowed by an inexplicable mystery which must not en-
gulf Peter, too. And Peter? What he did and how he solved
the mystery is the theme of an uncommonly well told story.

$2.00 at any bool(itore, or obtainable direct from

E. P. DUTTON & CO., 681 Fifth Ave., New York

Tamarisk Town
A new novel by SHEILA KAYE-SMITH

"Tamarisk Town" is the creation of one man's strength and
of his vision of a beautiful seaside resort among the Sussex
tamarisks. Later another great passion comes into his
life.for a woman who hates the town and is jealous of his
absorption in it. The book is the story of the struggle of
these conflicting forces told with a masterly simplicity
which makes it distinguished. $2.50 at all bookstores.

E. P. DUTTON & CO., 681 Fifth Ave., New York
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Reconstruetlon
By ELISHA M. FRIEDMAN

Every American importer cr exporler
and every banker ne^ds (his rrcital
of the extent and th<- trend of the
changes in the c'naracier of lhe
world's commerce sinc:e I9I4.
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Russian Bank;
By R. F. FOSTER
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good story!
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WHY GROW FAT?
You can find a safe. certain and
not unpleasant Road to Slender-
ness in any Biwlcstore. $1.25 net

By Vaiire Thompson
Ea* and Grow Thin
E. P. Durron & Co., 681 5th Ave.. N. T.
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